
 
It’s time to make safety improvements to  
NE 65th Street now 
Andy was killed by a drunk driver directly from behind. But also culpable is a failure in the 
street design of NE 65th Street to be safe. Intended to be only one lane in each direction, at 
44 feet wide with only a center stripe, NE 65th Street at 15th Avenue is effectively a fast, 
four-lane street. Because the street narrows with additional on-street parking just two blocks 
to the east, the street design also forces quick merging by cars back into a single lane. 

The current street design of NE 65th Street is both dangerous and discourages people from 
biking. With the death of Andy Hulslander, it is time to fix it. 

Cascade Bicycle Club urges the Seattle Department of Transportation to make 
immediate safety improvements within the next month, followed by full implementation 
of the BMP-prioritized protected bike lane on NE 65th Street from Ravenna Boulevard 
to 20th Avenue NE. 

 
Current design of NE 65th Street at 15th Avenue NE 

By the end of August, make NE 65th Street safe 
We can make near-term solutions by improving turning traffic throughput with a new center 
turn lane and without impacting parking within the Roosevelt Business District. Here’s how. 

 



NE 65th Street, 20th Avenue NE to Brooklyn Avenue NE 

 

From 20th Avenue NE to Brooklyn Avenue NE, the street is marked with only a center stripe. 
As a result, people drive too fast and use the extra space to pass on the right of slower cars. 
On-street parking use is underutilized and during peak hours not allowed.  

Cascade’s recommendation: Improve this stretch by installing a center turn lane and 
buffered bike lanes on each side of the street. 

NE 65th Street, Brooklyn Avenue NE to 12th Avenue NE 

 

Between Brooklyn Avenue NE and 12th Avenue NE, current businesses along the south-side 
of the block have parking needs.  

Cascade’s recommendation: Keep parking on both sides of the street and add a one-way 
protected bike lane on the north-side of the street. West-bound at the intersection with 12th 
Avenue NE, SDOT should consider adding a right-turn lane that crosses over the bike lane. 



NE 65th Street, 12th Avenue NE to 8th Avenue NE 

 

Between 12th Avenue NE and 8th Avenue NE, businesses on both sides of the street 
currently rely on on-street parking. 

Cascade’s recommendation: Keep the parking and adding a center turn lane, to channelize 
the street and improve turning movements. 

NE 65th Street, 8th Avenue NE to Ravenna Boulevard NE 

 

Between Eighth Avenue NE to Ravenna Boulevard NE, NE 65th Street goes under Interstate 
5 alongside a King County park & ride facility.  

Cascade’s recommendation: Create a bus-only lane on each side NE 65th Street, helping 
to channelize the street. People biking and people driving to make right turns should be 
allowed to use the bus lanes as well. 

 



Our proposed rechannelization is a simple fix that can be done now as part of 
rechannelization projects that will be completed later this year. SDOT will build protected 
bike lanes on NE Ravenna Boulevard and on Roosevelt Way NE, just a few blocks from the 
intersection of NE 65th Street and 15th Avenue NE. Let’s make sure the Roosevelt Way and 
Ravenna Boulevard projects include the safety improvements to NE 65th Street too. 

By the end of 2016, Build the protected bike lanes on  
NE 65th Street 
As soon as possible, we must next build the protected bike lane on NE 65th Street from 
Ravenna Boulevard NE to 20th Avenue NE, as prioritized in Seattle Bicycle Master Plan.  

Ravenna Boulevard NE is one of the few places where you can cross under Interstate 5 and 
it is one of the most direct east-west routes in this part of the city. 

Protected bike lanes clarify positioning of road users on the street, make streets safer for 
people walking and bicycling, and are good for business. Most importantly, with physical 
separation we can decrease the likelihood of collisions. 

 

For the sake of all our loved ones now and in the future, let’s make 65th Avenue NE safe for 
all people. 

http://www.peopleforbikes.org/blog/entry/it-turns-out-that-protected-bike-lanes-are-fantastic-for-walking-safety-too
http://www.peopleforbikes.org/statistics/category/protected-bike-lane-statistics#economic-benefits

