
Welcome to the Ride   
Around Washington

GENERAL LOGISTICS
This is a fully supported camping ride with a luggage 
truck, catered meals, a hot shower truck, cue sheets, a 
bike mechanic, an on-ride newsletter, massage therapists, 
welcome tent, entertainment and camaraderie. A hot 
breakfast and dinner will be served in camp. A cold lunch 
will be served at the lunch stop along the way. Morning 
and afternoon rest stops will offer water and small 
snacks, dependent on their proximity to the lunch and/or 
overnight venue.  Restrooms and other amenities, as well 
as points of interest will be noted on the cue sheets and on 
Ride With GPS. Important scheduling items will be noted on 
the dry erase board at the welcome tent.

RIDER PACKET PICK-UP
Rider packet pick-up will be at camp in Lynden on Saturday 
from 3 – 7 p.m.  Please fill out the info on the back & front of 
your bib.  Need a safety triangle?  We’ll have plenty for you 
to borrow for the week. 

RIDER MEETINGS
Rider meetings are held nightly, after dinner at 7 p.m. At 
this meeting, you will receive your cue sheet for the com-
ing day’s ride, along with announcements about what to 
expect on the road. Guest speakers, brewery nights and fun 
contests are also a part of our evening activities.  There will 
be a mandatory rider meeting on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. to 
kickoff this year’s tour.  

ROUTE SUPPORT
You should be able to follow the route easily. Just watch for 
the  Washington-state-shaped “Dan Henry’s” on the road, 
and refer to your daily cue sheet or “trip-tik” as needed.  
Daily routes will also be available for download on Ride 
With GPS which will feature points of interest and official 
stops along the way.  The rider emergency number is 
206.841.9665.  Please input this number in your phone.  

RULES OF THE ROAD
To ensure both your safety and the safety of our 
hard-working volunteers and road support crew, please 
ride during the designated time frame. If you are a slower 
rider, you might want to head out when the route opens 
in the morning in order to be off the road when it closes. 
Otherwise, you may be asked to ride in the sag wagon.

Our road support crew will be driving along the route. If 
you need help, raise your fist in the air, and they will come 
back for you as soon as they can safely turn around. If all is 
well, please give them a friendly “thumb’s up.”

Helmets are mandatory. Wear your bib number while on the 
road. This helps the road support crew recognize and track 
you. It’s also nice to add your name and hometown to your 
bib, so riders can get to know you along the way.

Wear a safety triangle. If you don’t already have one, we will 
have extras at packet pick-up.

Follow other basic safety rules, such as obeying traffic 
signals, riding single file, not wearing headphones, 
signaling turns, and calling out when passing.

Drink before you’re thirsty, eat before you’re hungry, and 
rest before you’re tired. Keep an eye on your fellow riders, 
and help them out. This is especially important on trails, 
where road support may not be able to drive.

Use a bike lock when you stop to sightsee. Take important 
items, such as your wallet, with you when you leave your 
bike unattended. 

Welcome to the 20th annual Ride Around Tour.  This year 
our route team researched and rode many miles to bring 
you a complete route never done before in RAW history.  
We hope you enjoy this year’s Inland Coast Tour! 
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SATURDAY
Rider packet pick-up in Lynden  3 - 7 p.m. 

Dinner - Dine in Lynden and support the community!
Mandatory rider meeting 7:30 p.m.

Quiet time 9 p.m.

SUNDAY
Breakfast from 6-7:30 a.m.

Route opens in Lynden 6:30 a.m.
Riders should be on the road by 8 a.m.

IMPORTANT NOTES:



AWARD NIGHTS/PRIZES
Each night at the rider 
meeting, our emcee will 
announce opportunities to 
win tickets. Tickets can be 
earned in various ways, from 
spotting specific sights along 
the route to helping a fellow 
rider.  The drawing for prizes 
will take place on Awards 
Night, Thursday, August 4, in 
Brinnon.  

THEMED JERSEY DAYS
Sunday- RAW Jersey Day:     
Wear this year’s or a previous 
year’s RAW jersey!  

Tuesday - Schools/
Hometowns

Friday - Represent your 
favorite Brewery! 

NIGHT ON THE TOWN
RAW likes to support local 
watering holes. This year’s 
“RAW Night on the Town” will 
be on Tuesday  in Coupeville. 
Come out and relax with 
your fellow riders.  

COSTUME CONTEST

The theme of this year’s 
RAW costume contest is 

“Ahoy Mateys!”.  Present 
your costume, along with an 
explanation in song form, 
mime or whatever you like 
at the rider meeting on 
Wednesday in Seabeck. 

POETRY SLAM
Spending the day riding your 
bike gives you plenty of time 
to think, so why not think 
up some haikus, limericks or 
other poetry to read along 
with your costumes OR as a 
stand-alone showcase.   All 
composers will receive a 
ticket for the drawing.

HELMET DÉCOR DAY
As you ride each day, keep 
in mind that Thursday is 
helmet decoration day. That 
means that we will have a 
helmet decoration contest at 
the rider meeting.  We have 
plenty of zip ties available 
to help keep your piece 
de resistance together. All 
participants will receive a 
ticket for the drawing.

BIKE MECHANIC
We are fortunate to have 
a pro-level mechanic on 
board: Gary Tegantvoort 

ENTERTAINMENT AND SPECIAL EVENTS
Throughout the week, we will be having entertainment and 

special events. Check the Flash and dry erase board at the 
Welcome Tent for more information and updates

from Montlake Bicycle Shop.  
Gary will be available at the 
lunch stops and in camp 
each day.  You should be 
prepared to fix flats on your 
bike yourself. Do not expect 
to get a tune up or have 
major repairs done. Gary will 
be able to do minor repairs 
at no charge (except for 
parts), but any lengthy job, 
such as a wheel rebuild, will 
incur a charge. Feel free to 
put money in Gary’s tip jar 
for any job well done.

MASSAGE 
Randy is back with his 
outstanding crew of licensed 
massage therapists. Stop 
by their work area to check 
out their rates and sign up 
for a massage. Massages are 
available by appointment in 
the afternoon and evening 
after you reach camp and 

have a shower. There’s no 
better way to get refreshed 
and reinvigorated after a 
long day’s ride.

COMMUNIT Y
During the week, we 
donate to local community 
groups to haul luggage, 
bring in local historians 
and invite wineries & 
breweries.  Along the tour, 
support local businesses 
whenever you can! 

please leave your camping area tidy, and take all of your be-
longings to the luggage trucks.  

MEALS & SNACKS
Meal times will vary from day to day, depending on our 
schedule. Generally, breakfast is from 6 – 7:30 a.m., lunch 
is from 10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., and dinner is from 5:30 - 7 p.m. 
Snacks and water will be available at the morning and 
afternoon rest stops. Please support the communities we ride 
through by stopping in stores and restaurants during the day. 
You can buy a reusable food tray for $5 at the registration 
table or welcome tent, if you like.

SHOWER TRUCK
Showers are available in the morning and afternoon/evening. 
Specific shower hours will be posted at the shower truck. 
There are individual stalls, good water pressure, and plenty of 
hot water to accommodate everyone. If it looks crowded, just 
come back later when the crowd dies down. There are sinks 
and mirrors in the front of the truck. There is generally a stand 
sink near the truck, with buckets and laundry soap, so you can 
wash your shorts and jerseys.

WELCOME TENT
The Welcome Tent is a great place to socialize and find out 
what’s going on. When you arrive in camp at the end of the 
day, you’ll find a cold chocolate milk and snacks awaiting you. 
Additional non-alcoholic beverages may be purchased in 
camp or at nearby stores. Where permitted, we will serve beer 
and wine for a requested donation of $2 and $10 per bottle 
respectively. 

LUGGAGE
We bring in and donate to local schools, community groups, 
and boy/girl scout troops to assist with hauling your luggage.  
Please be mindful of the weight restrictions!  When you arrive 
in camp, your luggage will be unloaded and waiting for you.  
In the morning, please bring your luggage and chairs to the 
luggage truck no earlier than 6 a.m. when a volunteer can 
assist with loading your luggage.  

CAMPING 
Please camp in the designated camping areas. If you prefer to 
sleep a bit later than most cyclists, pitch your tent in the “Camp 
Sleepyhead” area. Quiet time begins at 9 p.m. In the morning



Points of Interest
LYNDEN
There is something about Lynden that makes a person feel as though they are stepping out onto Main 
St. in the iconic town of River City, the midwestern community made famous in the Broadway hit “The 
Music Man”.  With its manicured lawns and Dutch architecture, plus the beautiful broadleaf trees lining 
Front St., Lynden is a delightful place to call home for three nights.  RAW 2018 will have us camping in the 
Northwest Washington fairgrounds on the edge of town, yet close enough to the center to easily enjoy 
many of Lynden’s charms, including its famous Dutch Bakery, a well-known destination among cyclists.  
Situated in the largest raspberry-producing region in the country, the bakery’s pies and tarts are not to be 
missed!  Dutch settlers began arriving early in the 20th C, with increasing numbers arriving after WWII.  In 
recent years, with more than 50% of the town’s population descended from Dutch immigrants, Lynden 
has a conservative reputation.  Most businesses are closed on Sundays and the town has prohibited 
dancing wherever liquor is sold.  A 72-foot windmill dominates downtown and a Holland Days Festival in 
May has wooden shoe races, klompen dancing, and costumed townsfolk scrubbing the main street.  Not 
to be missed is the Lynden Pioneer Museum on Front St., considered one of the finest small museums in 
the state and open Monday-Saturday, 10-4.  It includes a recreated turn-of-the-century downtown, a big 
antique car and truck collection, and the largest collection of horse-drawn vehicles west of the Mississippi.

SUNDAY’S RIDE – DAY 1 ROUTE
This year’s ride starts in the historic community of Lynden.    
Heading out of town we head west along quiet, picturesque 
roads, paralleling the Canadian border.  The first official stop of 
the day is at Peace Arch Park, where you can snack and snap 
photos while straddling the 49th parallel.  From there, we 
swing south toward Birch Bay and the scenic Lummi Peninsula 
for lunch before heading inland towards Ferndale and back to 
Lynden.  

Lynden

Historic Downtown
( 1 mile from camp)



PEACE ARCH PARK

The dramatic white 67-foot 
concrete arch that dominates 
Peace Arch Park was erected 
in the interest of peace among 
nations.  Straddling the 49th 
parallel, the international 
border line between the U.S. 
and Canada, Peace Arch Park 
is composed of two parks in 
two countries.  The southern 
half of the park and the arch 
itself are owned by Washington 
State Parks; the northern 
half of the park is owned by 
British Columbia Provincial 
Parks.  Because the monument 
and surrounding grounds are 
considered an international 
park, visitors are not required 
to have a passport or visa to 
pass through their applicable 
border crossing—so long as 
they stay within the boundaries 
of the park and leave the park 
through the country from 
which they entered!  Dedicated 
in 1921 to commemorate 100 
years of peace between the 
U.S. and Canada, the arch itself 
was the vision of Sam Hill, a 
prominent Washington resident 
who bought property in both 
countries for its construction.   
The park hosts an International 
Arts and Music Festival every 
June and has been the site of 
various protests over the years.  
Make sure you take a stroll 
through the lush gardens and 
take a picture straddling the 
border!  

In the summer, you may see 
these mysterious plants in 
bloom. . 

BLAINE

Perhaps best known today as 
the site of the Peace Arch or 
simply that WA town along 
the Canadian border, the 
original residents of Blaine 
were Semiahmoo Indians.  
Caucasian settlers arrived in 
the 1850s. Some worked on 
the boundary survey that 
established the 49th parallel 
as the border between the U.S. 
and the British Territory to the 
north.  Others participated in 
the Fraser River gold rush, either 
as gold seekers or as merchants 
for them.   But the gold rush 
petered out by about 1860 and 
surveying work was similarly 
winding down at that time.  By 
1870 settlers in the area turned 
to farming, timber, and fishing 
in order to make a living.  In 
1884 the town was platted 
and named for James Blaine, 
the Republican candidate for 
President that year (he lost to 
Grover Cleveland) and future 
Secretary of State.  Today, Blaine 
depends on cross-border traffic 
for its livelihood, though a small 
fishing fleet provides some 
jobs.   In early August, Blaine 
celebrates a more glorious past 
with a maritime festival known 
as Drayton Harbor Days.  Tall 
ship tours and sails, model boat 
displays, and historic Plover 
Ferry rides are all part of the fun.

BIRCH BAY

Set in a blue cove between 
Blaine and Bellingham, Birch 
Bay offers dramatic views of the 
North Cascades Mountains and 
the Canadian Gulf Islands.  A 
nearby saltwater and freshwater 
estuary teems with birds and 
wildlife.  There is little of note in 

LUMMI RESERVATION

The Lummi are “Salmon People”.  
In their native language, the 
name means “People of the Sea” 
and, from time immemorial, 
their culture and survival 
have depended on salmon.  
Today, the Lummi Reservation 
comprises 21,000 acres, 
including uplands and tidelands 
on the Lummi Peninsula and 
Portage Island, and the Lummi 
Nation recognizes more than 
5,000 citizens, 78% of whom 
live on or near the Reservation.  
The Lummi exercise cultural, 
environmental, and political 
influence throughout their 
historical territory, which 
includes a portion of the San 
Juan Islands.  Most recently, 
the tribe spoke out against 
the proposed coal terminal 
at nearby Cherry Point, a site 
revered by the tribe for its 
rich spawning grounds and as 
home of the “Ancient Ones”.  
Citing the 1855 Treaty of Point 
Elliott, the Lummi argued that 
they reserved the right to 
harvest marine resources here 
and elsewhere in their usual 
and accustomed territory.  In 
2015, they asked the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to deny SSA 
Marine its permit to build the 
coal-export terminal because 
its construction would violate 
the treaty.  By January 2016, 
numerous Northwest tribes 
had aligned with the Lummi to 
decry the terminal and in the 
spring of 2016 the permit was 
denied.

PIONEER PARK & THE 
NOOKSACK RIVER

As we approach our afternoon 
rest stop along the Nooksack 
River, we’ll pedal past Pioneer 
Park.  Today the park is the 
repository of the world’s largest 
collection of 19th C slab cedar 
log cabins.  In 1901 the Old 
Settlers Association, founded 
to honor the colonizers of 
Whatcom County, purchased 
the present property for its 
annual pioneer picnic.  Between 
1940 and 1989, 13 cabins were 
acquired and moved to the 
park from various locations 
around the county.  Tours of the 
cabins are conducted during 
the summer and Pioneer Park 
is the spotlight of Old Settlers 
Weekend, an annual community 
celebration in Ferndale, 
occurring the last weekend of 
July.  It is the longest continually 
running annual picnic in the 
state! 

While our rest stop at the 
Nooksack River may look placid 
and benign, flooding of the river 
is famous, perhaps infamous 
is a more appropriate term.  
The river drains an area of the 
Cascade Range around Mt. 
Baker and, as it heads south, 
it flows through much of the 
fertile agricultural area we’ll 
traverse over the next two 
days before emptying into 
Bellingham Bay.  Its fluctuations 
are the stuff of lore to be sure, 
and we’ll tell you its most 
legendary story when we get to 
Day 3!

the town itself but the adjacent 
state park offers relatively warm 
water for paddling, crabbing, 
windsurfing or strolling.


