
MONDAY'S RIDE:  DAY 2 ROUTE:  
Today we loop through the farms of the Nooksack Valley, then 
brush along the foothills of the Cascades before passing along 
scenic Lake Whatcom and the outskirts of Bellingham.

 ISSUE 

T W O 
L Y N D E N  L O O P

E A S T

R AW FL A S H 

SUNDAY
Dinner in camp  5:30 - 7 p.m. 

 Brief rider meeting 7 p.m.
Quiet time 9 p.m.

MONDAY
Breakfast from 6-7:30 a.m.

Route opens in Lynden 6:30 a.m.
Riders should be on the road by 8 a.m.

**Monday is RAW jersey day**

IMPORTANT NOTES:

Points of Interest
NOOKSACK VALLEY

We leave the town of 
Lynden and zig-zag our 
way through agricultural 
fields in the Nooksack Valley. 
Strawberries, blueberries 
and raspberries are major 
products of this area, and 
there are also many dairy 
farms as well.  

SUMAS
As we get closer to Sumas, 
we cross a rail line around 
mile 12 (careful the tracks 
are at a funny angle) that 
was part of a short-line 
railroad established in 
1883 called the Bellingham 
Bay and British Columbia 
Railroad. The idea was to 
connect Bellingham to the 
transcontinental Canadian 
Pacific Railroad that was 
under construction, and the 
hub would be in Sumas. The 
railroad passed through the 
ownership of several other 
companies in the

20th Century, and is now 
a BNSF spur that serves a 
grain plant, a lumber mill, 
a garbage plant and a 
roofing company. At mile 
13, we go down the main 
street of Sumas, a town 
on the Canadian border of 
about 1,300 people. Annual 
events there include Sumas 
Community Days, the last 
weekend in June, which 
also includes a car show. 
The name “Sumas” means 
“land without trees,” from the 
Cowichan language.

DEMING AND THE 
NOOKSACK 
RESERVATION
Leaving Sumas, we ride 
along Saar Creek where 
you’ll find an impressively 
large boulder at mile 17.  
Boulders such as these 
are known as erratics, or 
rocks inconsistent with the 
neighboring geology that 
were left behind by glaciers

from ice ages past. At mile 
22, we go past a cupcake 
shop and a country club, and 
at mile 24, we go through 
Kendall, a junction where a 
road turns to lead up to the 
Mt. Baker Ski Area. At mile 
33, we enter Deming, home 
of the tribal offices of the 
Nooksack Reservation, which 
is about 2,500 acres in size. 
The tribe has 1,800 enrolled 
members. Prior to the arrival 
of Europeans, the tribe 
sustained itself with fishing 
and gathering activities.

LAKE WHATCOM AND
WHATCOM FALLS 
PARK
Leaving Deming, we 
continue south to the town 
of Wickersham, where the 
historic Lake Whatcom 
Railway operates. It runs a 
restored Northern Pacific 
steam engine with Pullman 
passenger cars that people 
can ride on.

At Wickersham, we turn west 
to go along Lake Whatcom, 
which is the primary water 
source for Bellingham. 
The 10-mile-long lake has 
residential areas and parks 
along it, and is popular 
among fisherman, who fish 
kokanee, coastal cutthroat 
trout, Longnose Sucker, 
Peamouth Chub, Sculpin and 
Threespine Stickleback. At 
mile 60, we reach Whatcom 
Falls Park, a 241-acre park 
which contains Whirlpool 
Falls, a popular swimming 
hole surrounded by 30-foot 
cliffs that people sometimes 
jump from. This area is also 
where the Olympic Pipeline 
disaster occurred in 1999, 
a leak of 237,000 gallons of 
gasoline that exploded and 
killed three people. Burn 
marks are still visible on 
some of the cliff sides.


