
TUESDAY'S RIDE - DAY 3 ROUTE

Pack up your tent and get ready for an epic day of riding 
over Chuckanut Drive, Fidalgo Island and into the historic 
community of Coupeville for our overnight camp. 
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T H R E E 
L Y N D E N  T O

C O U P E V I L L E

R AW FL A S H 

MONDAY
Dinner in Lynden  5:30 - 7 p.m. 

 Brief rider meeting 7 p.m.
Quiet time 9 p.m.

TUESDAY
Breakfast from 6-7:30 a.m.

Load luggage & chairs onto luggage truck 6 - 7:45 a.m.
Route opens in Lynden 6:30 a.m.

Riders should be on the road by 8 a.m.

**RAW Brewery HH - Coupeville**
**Tuesday is School/Hometown Jersey Day**

IMPORTANT NOTES:

Points of Interest
FERNDALE   

It’s worth a quick tour through downtown Ferndale to see 
the murals on several buildings that pay homage to the city’s 
heritage.  The city also pays special tribute to its history of 
close ties between settlers and the Lummi Nation with a series 
of Story Poles located around town and on Lummi View Drive.  
On the west bank of the river in Centennial Riverwalk Park, the 
House of Tears Carvers created three totems that tell stories of 
the Nooksack River, including “Lummi Helping Settlers Around 
Big Log Jam.”  

BELLINGHAM    

Welcome to the “City of Subdued Excitement!”  Bellingham is 
one of 20 great American cities for writers… that aren’t New 
York City, according to flavorwire.com.  The reasons?  Coffee 
shops, plenty of rain (which keeps writers indoors), and the 
presence of one of the best independent bookstores in the 
nation, Village Books!  For those whose tastes run more to 
beer than books, Bellingham ranked 15th among the 25 most 
hungover cities in America, according to businessinsider.com.
The sawmills, shingle mills, coal mines, and salmon-packing 
plants which contributed to Bellingham’s early reputation are 
barely evident today.  Instead, the city is renowned for outdoor 
recreation and as the home of Western Washington University.  

 FAIRHAVEN  

Fairhaven was founded in 1883 and like many other coastal 
Washington cities, the town’s developers wanted their 
community selected as the terminal city of the Great Northern

Railroad.  To enhance their competitive bid, Fairhaven adopted 
a distinctive Victorian design.  Today, the Fairhaven Historic 
District is noted for its colorful 19thC architecture and history.  

Many red brick relics from 
that era survive in a federally 
designated zone of six 
square blocks.  The buildings 
are now home to a variety 
of unique local shops, art 
galleries, restaurants, pubs, 
and Village Books.  

CHUCK ANUT DRIVE  

Eleven-mile Chuckanut Drive was the first route designated 
as a scenic drive in WA and remains one of the most beautiful 
stretches of highway in the state.  The winding road skirts the 
shoulder of the Chuckanut Mountains and offers breath-taking 
glimpses of the San Juan Islands and Padilla Bay, with plenty 
of pullouts from which to take in the views.  The road connects 
the historic community of Fairhaven to the Skagit Valley and is 
the only place that a finger of the Cascade Mountains touches 
the sea. 

BOW-EDISON

The Bow-Edison area is all about food, from blueberries to 
bread and oysters to eggs.  The town of Edison, which boasts 
a population of 133 most of the year, swells by a thousand 
people or more for the annual Chicken Parade, which was held 



plant garden, and Kukutali Preserve on Kiket Island, which 
encompasses 83 acres spanning three islands and more than 
two miles of natural shoreline. Kukutali Preserve is the first 
Tribal State Park in U.S. history to be co-owned and jointly 
managed by a federally-recognized Native Nation and a state 
government. 

DECEPTION PASS

Deception Pass never fails to amaze!  No wonder it is 
Washington’s most-visited state park.  Its breathtaking views, 
stunning sunsets, and rugged cliffs are perhaps best seen 
from a bridge that could make almost anyone acrophobic.  
The pass itself separates Whidbey Island from Fidalgo Island 
and connects Skagit Bay with the Strait of Juan de Fuca.  The 
high bridge that spans this narrow strait of swirling water was 
built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s and is 
on the National Register of Historic Places.  Currents in the 
pass reach up to 8 knots (9.2 mph) below the bridge and can 
create standing waves, large whirlpools, and roiling eddies 
that are favorites with local sea kayakers!  Deception Pass was 
found and mapped in 1792 by a group of sailors led by Joseph 
Whidbey, part of the Vancouver Expedition.  Vancouver gave 
it the name “Deception” because he was misled into thinking 
that Whidbey Island was a peninsula.

COUPEVILLE

“The Port of the Sea Captains” was founded and laid out in 
1852 by Capt. Thomas Coupe, because of its proximity to 
the protected harbor at nearby Penn Cove, today famed for 
its mussels.  The Cove was the site of three Native American 
villages, including a huge potlatch house.  Many Victorian-era 
buildings remain in Coupeville, not far from our campsite, 
creating the nation’s largest historic preservation district.  More 
recent additions sport false Victorian fronts.  The town’s Native 
American, pioneer, and maritime history can be explored in 
the Island County Historical Museum at the end of Front St, 
near the wharf Monday-Saturday, 10-4.  A self-guided walking 
tour of historic Coupeville starts at the Information Kiosk at the 
foot of the Town Wharf at Front and Alexander streets.  A map 
is online here (www.nps.gov/ebla/planyourvisit/upload/walk-
ing-tour-map-for-web-2.pdf ).  

in February this year.  The parade is two blocks long for birds 
but took over half an hour for marchers to traverse, most of 
whom were wearing fowl costumes.  Observers noted that 
strict leash laws applied!  Among the handful of buildings 
in town, most of which cater to the culinary crowd, the 
Lucky Dumpster is eye-catching due to a whimsical outdoor 
mural that reads “Anyone who isn’t confused really doesn’t 
understand the situation.”  The quote is often attributed to 
journalist Edward R. Murrow, Edison’s most famous native son, 
but there is little evidence to support that the quote was his 
initially.  

BAY VIEW STATE PARK

Bay View State Park on Padilla Bay overlooks the San Juans’ and 
offers magnificent views of the islands.  Simultaneously visible 
across the bay is an oil refinery, a reminder of the challenges 
facing complex marine areas like this one.  Padilla Bay National 
Estuarine Research Reserve abuts the park and makes up 
11,000 acres of the bay.  Its habitat includes open waters, 
eelgrass beds, intertidal bays, uplands, freshwater sloughs, 
high salt marsh, and countless marine animals.  The area was 
saved from development in 1980 after decades of volunteer 
efforts by Edna Breazeale, a much loved and respected English 
teacher at Seattle’s Roosevelt HS.  The Breazeale Padilla Bay 
Interpretive Center, located ½ mi. from the park, allows visitors 
to view and interact with the estuary through a series of 
exhibits and hands-on activities.  

SWINOMISH RESERVATION

The Swinomish are a community of Coast Salish peoples 
representing four aboriginal bands, the Swinomish, Samish, 
Lower Skagit, and Kikiallus.  Their people speak a dialect of the 
Salishan Lushootseed language and the majority of their 970 
members live within the Reservation on the SE side of Fidalgo 
Island and Skagit County.  Seven generations ago, in 1855, 
Swinomish chiefs, along with 81 other tribal chiefs, gathered 
at present-day Mukilteo to sign the Treaty of Point Elliott. This 
reserved the right to fish and harvest shellfish in their usual 
and accustomed areas.  Two prominent sites on the Swinomish 
Reservation are Swadabs Park, which features three pavilions 
resembling woven cedar hats, interpretive panels, plus a native

Coupeville

Historic Town
( 1 mile from camp)


