
WEDNESDAY'S RIDE - DAY 4 ROUTE

Today we get an early start on the ferry to Port Townsend.  
You’ll tackle the most climbing on this day, following the 
western shore of Puget Sound to our campsite in Seabeck. 
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TUESDAY
Dinner in Coupeville  5:30 - 7 p.m. 

 Brief rider meeting 7 p.m.
Quiet time 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Wakeup Call:  4:30 a.m. 

Breakfast from 4:45 a.m. - 6 a.m.
Load luggage & chairs onto luggage truck 5 - 6:15 a.m. 

**All riders must be at ferry dock 6:45 a.m. SHARP **

IMPORTANT NOTES:

Points of Interest
EBEY’S LANDING  

As we leave Coupeville for our oh-so-early morning ferry and 
enjoy the expansive prairie and water views en route, we will 
traverse Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve, one of 
the most scenic and beloved spots on the island.  The reserve 
includes collaboratively-managed federal, state, town, county, 
and private property and was created by Congress “… to 
preserve and protect a rural community which provides an 
unbroken historic record from… 19th century exploration and 
settlement in Puget Sound to the present time.”  Unfortunately, 
Fort Casey State Park and lighthouse just north of the ferry 
terminal will not be open before we depart, but we’ll tell its 
story along with that of Fort Flagler, when we discuss Fort 
Worden on our final day of riding.

COUPEVILLE - PORT TOWNSEND FERRY & 
BEYOND    

With the stroke of a gavel in 2010, overnight the Keystone-Port 
Townsend ferry became the Coupeville-Port Townsend 
ferry.  Given that we’ll be riding 4 mi. from camp to the ferry, 
it’s probably fair to say that Coupeville is really not near the 
terminal which now bears its name.  However, there is no 
town of Keystone, nor even a Keystone zip code, just a small 
unincorporated community.  The terminal took its former 
name from the adjacent Keystone Spit and Keystone Harbor.  
The name dates to Seattle’s 1909 Alaska-Yukon Exposition, 
where Whidbey Island leaders cleverly pitched their island as 
“the Keystone to Puget Sound.”   

LARRY SCOT T TRAIL  

Arriving in Port Townsend we take the Olympic Discovery 
Trail, which will eventually stretch from Port Townsend to the 
Pacific Ocean.  The ODT begins with the 7.3 mi. Larry Scott 
Memorial Trail, a multi-use path commemorating Larry’s 
dedication to conservation and outdoor recreation.  After 0.4 
mi. we’ll be jumping back on Rt. 20 to stay on course, but not 
without imagining how great it will be when the entire trail is 
complete!   As we won’t be seeing much of Port Townsend this 
day, we’ll delve into its attractions when we return on Day 6.  
Suffice it to say, upon exiting the ferry you’ll be immediately 
heading out of town and taking in nothing more charming 
than the wafting scent of pulp mills, which have long been a 
mainstay of the local economy.  But you will have tantalizing 
glimpses of the water all day!

PORT HADLOCK

The deep bay that you’ll glimpse through the trees as you 
turn onto Oak Bay Rd, and the flat spit of land that is now Port 
Hadlock, provided both moorage for tall ships and suitable 
land for building.  Samuel Hadlock took advantage of these 
two natural features when he constructed a lumber mill on the 
site in the 1870s.  The mill became an important exporter of 
lumber, with ships traveling regularly to San Francisco and as 
far as Australia.  A rough frontier town soon formed in the area 
that included saloons, hotels, a general store, and a post office.  
When the mill burned several years later, businesses moved 
uphill.  The two buildings left standing after the fire now house 
the Northwest School of Wooden Boats and the Ajax Cafe.  



U.S. NAVAL UNDERSEA MUSEUM

Along the west shore of Liberty Bay, the community of 
Keyport is home to the U.S. Naval Undersea Museum, which 
is our lunch stop.   Its website claims that “If you’re interested 
in learning more about the Navy’s undersea operations, 
technology, combat, research, and salvage, you’ve come to the 
right place!”  The museum is operated by the Naval History & 
Heritage Command and is open daily from 10-4. Admission is 
free!  

SEABECK HIGHWAY

On our way to camp, Seabeck Highway passes the 
Mountaineers’ Forest Theater in the 460-acre Rhododendron 
Reserve and the associated Kitsap Cabin, both on Washington 
State’s Historic Register.  How did an organization devoted 
to hiking, mountain climbing, skiing and sea kayaking come 
to operate a theater?  On a spring day in 1909, a group of 66 
hikers from the club stumbled upon what was then called 
Hidden Valley.  By 1923, after judicious land acquisitions, 
the site became known for the dramatic diversions that 
Mountaineers members liked to put on and a full production 
of Robin of Sherwood was staged there.  Performances have 
been staged annually ever since, the only exception being four 
years during WWII.  

PORT LUDLOW

Like many towns in this region, Port Ludlow owes its existence 
to lumber and shipbuilding.  In 1841 Lt. Charles Wilkes, leader 
of the U.S. Exploring Expedition, named the town in honor of 
Lt. Augustus C. Ludlow, a War of 1812 American naval hero.  
The shipyard built large yachts, schooners, and steam boats 
until the economy of the community declined during the first 
half of the 20th C.  A steam-powered sawmill operated until 
the 1940s and a totem pole now marks the spot of the old mill.  

HOOD CANAL BRIDGE

The idea of a bridge over the Hood Canal made perfect 
sense… until you considered the high winds, tides, and 
currents rushing through the narrow passage that made the 
engineering of it seem incredibly problematic.  Construction 
finally began in the late 1950s and an estimated crowd of 
6,000 cheered as the first cars crossed over in 1961.  All was 
well until Feb 12, 1979 when a devastating wind storm sank its 
western half.  Initially the bridge withstood winds to 85 mph 
but, when gusts reached 120 mph, the western drawspan and 
the pontoons on the western half broke loose and sank.  The 
bridge had been closed to traffic so there were no fatalities but 
it did not reopen until October, 1982.  

POULSBO

Alas, the picturesque center of “Little Norway,” as Poulsbo was 
affectionately named by the Norwegian loggers, farmers, and 
fishermen who arrived in 1885, is not on our bicycling route.   
But a slight detour down the east side of Liberty Bay (go left 
instead of right onto NW Lindvig Way and then right onto 
Front St.) leads to a waterfront maritime museum, bakeries, art 
galleries, boutiques, and the largest collection of licorice in the 
U.S.!  When you’re done indulging, simply retrace your steps 
along Front St. and go left onto NW Lindvig Way.

BREMERTON

As the largest city in the region, Bremerton is known for its 
historic naval and maritime heritage.  Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard was built there in 1896 and its protection was the 
reason for the construction of Fort Casey, Fort Flagler, Fort 
Worden, and Fort Ward coast artillery facilities.  A delightful 
and historic ten-minute foot ferry connects the city to the Port 
Orchard waterfront to the east.  Instead, we’ll be pedaling west 
across the Manette Bridge, which has connected Bremerton 
to the hip little community of Manette since 1930.  The new 
concrete span, which opened in 2011, is particularly popular 
for its wide pedestrian (and bike-friendly) walkway.


