
FRIDAY'S RIDE - DAY 6 ROUTE

Enjoy the last day of this year’s RAW by taking in the last 
views of the Peninsula, touring the “Triangle of Fire” and on 
to Port Townsend for the finish line.  
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THURSDAY
Dinner in Brinnon 5:30 - 7 p.m. 

 Brief rider meeting 7 p.m.
Quiet time 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
Breakfast from 6-7:30 a.m.

Load luggage & chairs onto luggage truck 6 - 7:45 a.m.
Route opens in Brinnon 6:30 a.m.

Riders should be on the road by 8 a.m.

**Friday wear your fav brewery jersey**

IMPORTANT NOTES:

Points of Interest
QUILCENE  

We begin Day 6 continuing along the Hood Canal but biking 
a little further inland to ride in the shade of Olympic National 
Forest.  The first town we’ll reach is named after the Quilcene 
Tribe.  Quilcene was settled in the late 19th C and was the site 
of a logging camp and sawmill, as were most of the towns 
along this inlet.  Logging still plays a big part in the local 
economy so it’s little wonder that chainsaw carving is still so 
popular.  Check out the small Quilcene Historical Museum at 
151 Columbia St., open F-M, 12-5PM.   

CHIMACUM

After Quilcene, we head into the Chimacum Valley, named for 
the Chemakum tribe that once lived on the land.  The tribe lost 
a major battle with other Coast Salish Indians in the 1850s and 
was driven out of the area.  The prevailing tribes then moved 
into the area and intermarried with white settlers, a common 
occurrence.  A number of descendants of these families still 
live in Chimacum Valley and identify as Native Americans.  In 
1945, the area served as the backdrop and inspiration for the 
book The Egg and I by Betty MacDonald, a humorous memoir 
that inspired a series of movies (remember Ma and Pa Kettle?).   
The road that leads past the site of the old MacDonald farm 
has been named “Egg and I Road” after the popular book.  
Today, the valley is a breadbasket for the Olympic Peninsula 
and beyond, producing grass-fed meat, artisan cheeses, and 
organically grown fruits and vegetables.  If you feel the need 
to quench your thirst, stop at Finnriver Farm and Cidery, open 
daily 12-9PM, or head over to the Chimicum Corner Farmstand 
across the road to sample the local fare.

INDIAN AND MARROWSTONE ISLANDS

Crossing the highway, we retrace part of our route on Day 4 
into Port Hadlock but this time take the bridge heading east 
to Indian and Marrowstone Islands.  Indian Island is currently 
a U.S. Navy facility but our destination is the north end of 
Marrowstone Island, our lunch stop the grounds of Fort Flagler 
State Park.  The only real business on the wooded island of 
Marrowstone is the Nordland General Store, which pretty 
much is the entire town of Nordland.

FORT FLAGLER, FORT WORDEN & THE TRIANGLE 
OF FIRE

Puget Sound, which had become more settled and an 
important contributor to national commerce in the last years 
of the 19th C, remained mostly undefended at that time.  
Other developed countries had the naval power to successfully 
invade the area and the U.S. had uneasy interactions with 
some of them.  After the Spanish American War brought



Puget Sound’s Customs Port of Entry in 1854, it began to 
flourish.  But the key to sustained and successful development 
of a community at that time was a railroad, which PT lacked.  
When steam-powered vessels began to replace sailing craft, 
ships that did not have to stop for customs often bypassed the 
town.  No shipbuilding or large sawmill industry developed 
there owing to a lack of suitable timber.  To boost prosperity, 
businesses and residents embarked on a long campaign to 
lure a railroad, even going so far as to begin construction on 
a line that was intended to follow Hood Canal and join up 
with the transcontinental system in Olympia.  Development 
got as far as Quilcene before money ran out.  The building of 
the coastal artillery installations in the late 1890s helped keep 
the town alive but it did not thrive.  The Zellerbach paper mill 
saved the day in 1927, building a large facility that offered 
employment.  The mill still exists today and is the source of 
the distinctive “fragrance” you’ll note as we bike through the 
outskirts of town.  The old rail line is now the trail we’ll follow 
into town.

After decades in economic doldrums, PT gradually realized 
that its greatest selling point was tourism.  Many of the large 
buildings and elaborate mansions built during its heyday 
in late Victorian style have been preserved and the historic 
waterfront, old residential district, and Fort Worden were 
placed on the National Register of Historic Places in the 
1970s. The town has good bars and restaurants, wineries 
and breweries, nightlife and music, a center for wooden 
shipbuilding, interesting shops, and great views along the 
water, as well as up on the bluff.  If you’re staying in PT for 
the weekend, there is the Acoustic Blues Festival in town Jul 
29-Aug 5th.  Many of the old Victorian mansions are B & B’s and 
the officers’ quarters at Fort Worden are available to rent.  Be 
sure to take time to check out this unique venue.

an increased military construction budget, planners were 
motivated to provide defense installations for the shipyard 
the Navy was building at Bremerton.  Fort Flagler was one 
component of the Puget Sound coastal defense system put 
in place at that time.  But Puget Sound has a complex system 
of waterways and proved strategically difficult to defend.  The 
plan was to set up coast artillery installations at Fort Casey 
(which we passed on Day 4 near Coupeville), Fort Flagler 
(our lunch stop), and Fort Worden (where we’ll end our ride).  
These stations would guard Admiralty Inlet with artillery and 
searchlights and constitute a “Triangle of Fire” to protect the 
Sound.  Should any enemy ships slip through the inlet despite 
these precautions, Fort Ward at the south end of Bainbridge 
and Fort Whitman on Goat Island east of Deception Pass 
maintained mine fields protected by additional artillery.  These 
fortifications became the most complete and sophisticated 
system ever to defend an important U.S. harbor to that point 
and represented the transition of the army from pre-Civil 
War to a modern defense role.  Alas, the planners did not 
anticipate how quickly naval technology would outstrip the 
capabilities of the coastal artillery.  Before many years had 
passed, naval ships carried armaments with greater range and 
with firepower that had the ability to rain down ordnance on 
the coast artillery.  A few years after that, air attack became 
possible.  By the beginning of World War I, the forts were 
obsolete, having never fired a shot at any enemy.  Today 
their major components have survived in a landscape mostly 
unchanged and have been preserved as state parks.

PORT TOWNSEND/PORT TOWNSEND BAY

Retracing our route back to Port Hadlock and Port Ludlow, we 
again pick up the Larry Scott Trail on the way to our finish in 
Port Townsend.  PT was home to S’Klallam Indians until white 
settlers began to arrive in the mid-19th C.  When it became 

Port Townsend

Historic Downtown

Taps at the Guardhouse - Grab 
cold beer on your way into the 

finish line! 


