
Welcome to the Ride   
Around Washington

GENERAL LOGISTICS
This is a fully supported camping ride with a 
luggage truck, catered meals, a hot shower truck, 
cue sheets, a bike mechanic, an on-ride newsletter, 
massage therapists, welcome tent, entertainment 
and camaraderie. A hot breakfast and dinner will be 
served in camp. A cold lunch will be served at the 
lunch stop along the way. Morning and afternoon rest 
stops will offer water and small snacks, dependent on 
their proximity to the lunch and/or overnight venue.  
Restrooms and other amenities, as well as points of 
interest will be noted on the cue sheets and on Ride 
With GPS. Important scheduling items will be noted on 
the dry erase board at the welcome tent.

RIDER PACKET PICK-UP
Rider packet pick-up will be at camp in Stevenson on 
Saturday from 3:00 – 7:00 pm. Please fill out the info 
on the back & front of your bib. Need a safety triangle?  
We’ll have plenty for you to borrow for the week. 

RIDER MEETINGS
Rider meetings are held nightly, after dinner at 7:00 pm. 
At this meeting, you will receive your cue sheet for the 
coming day’s ride, along with announcements about 
what to expect on the road. Guest speakers, brewery 
nights and fun contests are also a part of our evening 
activities.  There will be a mandatory rider meeting on 
Saturday at 7:00 pm to kickoff this year’s tour.  

ROUTE SUPPORT
You should be able to follow the route easily. Just 
watch for the  Washington-state-shaped “Dan Henry’s” 
on the road, and refer to your daily cue sheet or 
“trip-tik” as needed.  Daily routes will also be available 
for download on Ride With GPS which will feature 
points of interest and official stops along the way.  The 
rider emergency number is 206.841.9665.  Please 
input this number in your phone.  

RULES OF THE ROAD
To ensure both your safety and the safety of our 
hard-working volunteers and road support crew, 
please ride during the designated time frame. If you 
are a slower rider, you might want to head out when the 
route opens in the morning in order to be off the road 
when it closes. Otherwise, you may be asked to ride in 
the sag wagon.
Our support crew will be driving along the route. If 
you need help, raise your fist in the air, and they will 
come back for you. If all is well, please give them a 
friendly “thumb’s up.”
Helmets are mandatory. Wear your bib number 
while on the road. This helps the road support crew 
recognize and track you. It’s also nice to add your 
name and hometown to your bib, so riders can get to 
know you along the way.
Wear a safety triangle. If you don’t already have one, 
we will have extras at packet pick-up.
Follow basic safety rules. Obeying traffic signals, 
riding single file, not wearing headphones, signaling 
turns, and calling out when passing.
Drink before you’re thirsty, eat before you’re hungry, 
and rest before you’re tired. Keep an eye on your 
fellow riders, and help them out. This is especially 
important on trails, where road support may not be 
able to drive.
Use a bike lock when you stop to sightsee. Take 
important items, such as your wallet, with you when 
you leave your bike unattended. 

Welcome to the 22nd annual Ride Around Washington 
(RAW) Tour!

 ISSUE 

O N E S T E V E N S O N 
T O  T R O U T  L A K E

R AW FL A S H

SATURDAY
Rider packet pick-up 3:00 - 7:00 pm 

Dinner - Dine out and support the community!
Mandatory rider meeting 7:00 pm

Presentation: Geology and Archaelogy of the Gorge
Quiet time 9:00 pm

SUNDAY
Breakfast from 6:00-7:30 am

Route opens  6:30 am
Riders should be on the road by 8:00 am

IMPORTANT NOTES:



AWARD NIGHTS/
PRIZES
Each night at the rider 
meeting, our emcee will 
announce opportunities 
to win tickets. Tickets can 
be earned in various ways, 
from spotting specific 
sights along the route to 
helping a fellow rider.  The 
drawing for prizes will take 
place on Awards Night, 
Thursday, August 6, in 
Sunnyside.  

THEMED JERSEY 
DAYS
Sunday- RAW Jersey 
Day: Wear this year’s or 
a previous year’s RAW 
jersey!  
Tuesday - Schools/
Hometowns
Friday - Represent your 
favorite Brewery! 
POETRY SLAM

Spending the day riding 
your bike gives you 
plenty of time to think, so 
why not think up some 
haikus, limericks or other 
poetry to read along with 

your costumes OR as a 
stand-alone showcase.   
All composers will receive 
a ticket for the drawing.

HELMET DÉCOR DAY
As you ride each day, keep 
in mind that Thursday is 
helmet decoration day. 
That means that we will 
have a helmet decoration 
contest at the rider 
meeting.  We have plenty 
of zip ties available to 
help keep your piece de 
resistance together. All 
participants will receive a 
ticket for the drawing.

BIKE MECHANIC
We are fortunate to have 
a pro-level mechanic on 
board: Joe Flores from 
Evergreen Bicycle Service. 
Joe will be available at the 
lunch stops and in camp 
each day. You should be 
prepared to fix flats on 
your bike yourself. Do not 
expect to get a tune up or 
have major repairs done. 
Joe will be able to do 
minor repairs at no charge 
(except for parts), but 

ENTERTAINMENT AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Throughout the week, we will be having entertainment 
and special events. Check the Flash and dry erase 

board at the Welcome Tent for more information and 
updates

any lengthy job, such as 
a wheel rebuild, will incur 
a charge. Feel free to put 
money in Joe’s tip jar for 
any job well done.

MASSAGE 
Randy is back with 
his outstanding crew 
of licensed massage 
therapists. Stop by their 
work area to check out 
their rates and sign up for 
a massage. Massages are 
available by appointment 
in the afternoon and 
evening after you reach 
camp and have a shower. 
There’s no better way 
to get refreshed and 
reinvigorated after a long 
day’s ride.

COMMUNITY
During the week, we 
donate to local community 

groups to haul luggage, 
bring in local historians 
and invite wineries & 
breweries.  Along the tour, 
support local businesses 
whenever you can! 

please leave your camping area tidy, and take all of your 
belongings to the luggage trucks.  

MEALS & SNACKS
Meal times will vary from day to day. Generally, breakfast 
is from 6:00 – 7:30 am, lunch is from 10:30 am - 1:00 pm, 
and dinner is from 5:30 - 7:00 pm. Snacks and water will 
be available at the morning and afternoon rest stops. 
Please support the communities we ride through by 
stopping in stores and restaurants during the day. You 
can buy a reusable food tray for $5 at the registration 
table or welcome tent.

SHOWER TRUCK
Showers are available in the morning and afternoon/
evening. Specific shower hours will be posted at the 
shower truck. There are individual stalls, good water 
pressure, and plenty of hot water to accommodate 
everyone. If it looks crowded, just come back later when 
the crowd dies down. There are sinks and mirrors in the 
front of the truck. There is generally a stand sink near the 
truck, with buckets and laundry soap, so you can wash 
your shorts and jerseys.

WELCOME TENT
The Welcome Tent is a great place to socialize and find out 
what’s going on. When you arrive in camp at the end of the 
day, you’ll find cold chocolate milk and snacks awaiting 
you. Additional non-alcoholic beverages may be purchased 
in camp or at nearby stores. Where permitted, we will serve 
beer and wine for a requested donation of $2 and $10 per 
bottle respectively. 

LUGGAGE

We donate to local schools, community groups, and boy/
girl scout troops to assist with hauling your luggage. 
Please be mindful of the weight restrictions!  When you 
arrive in camp, your luggage will be unloaded and waiting 
for you. In the morning, please bring your luggage and 
chairs to the luggage truck no earlier than 6:00 am when a 
volunteer can assist with loading your luggage.  

CAMPING
Please camp in the designated camping areas. If you 
prefer to sleep a bit later than most cyclists, pitch your 
tent in the “Camp Sleepyhead” area. Quiet time begins at 
9:00 pm.



Points of Interest
STEVENSON
Our home tonight is the Skamania County Fairgrounds in Stevenson. Stevenson 
was settled by Europeans in the late 1800s and soon became the county seat. 
In its first decades, early settlers existed by farming, fishing, and logging, 
supplying cordwood to steamboats travelling the length of the Columbia River. 
Its story is told in the Columbia Gorge Interpretive Center, just west of the 
fairgrounds on the other side of Rock Cove. Tourism now plays a larger role in 
the town’s economy and it is increasingly common to see sternwheeler cruise 
ships docked at the foot of Russell Avenue. Check out the waterfront park there. 
On windy days (and there are many!) you may also see kite boarders and wind 
surfers enlivening the river with colorful sails and acrobatic flourishes.

You will also want to be on the lookout for Sasquatch! Have your picture taken with the Sasquatch cut-out at the Stevenson 
Information Center. This part of Washington State is a hotbed for Bigfoot sightings. This is the ancestral territory of Klickitat and 
Wishram Native Americans and they have many traditional tales of Sasquatch. There are settlers’ stories of sightings through the 
decades. In 1963 a farm wife watching television reported seeing a nine-foot Sasquatch peer through her window. After many 
sightings, interest from scientists and adventurers became intense in the 1970s and 80s, with the result that Skamania County 
declared itself a Sasquatch Refuge, making it a crime to kill one. You may not see or hear Sasquatch, but it’s something to think 
about on those late night trips to the porta-potty!

SUNDAY’S RIDE – DAY 1 ROUTE
Our first day starts in Stevenson on SR-14, also referred to as the Lewis and Clark Highway. The Pacific Crest Trail reaches the 
Columbia here. After several miles along Hwy 14, we leave the river views and begin climbing to Willard, home to a national fish 
hatchery. The area also has the Broughton Lumber Flume, a nine-mile 1000-ft drop and the most expeditious means of transporting 
logs down to the river. The flume became well-known after a 1967 episode of “Lassie”, in which Lassie is whisked down the chute, 
arriving at the Broughton Lumber mill and saving the day. 

Our AM food stop at the top of our climb offers a view of the river before we begin our descent. We reach the Columbia River 
briefly again before starting up SR 141Alt, this time following the White Salmon. Our route passes through BZ Corner and Husum, 
headquarters for white water rafting. We ride through rolling terrain, in and out of forest.

Today’s ride passes through the Columbia Gorge AVA. AVAs, or American Viticultural Areas, are geographical wine grape growing 
regions, noted for unique and distinctive climate and soils conditions. Wine grapes have been grown in Washington State since 1825. 
In the last three decades it has grown into a multi-billion dollar industry with over 750 wineries. Washington State is now ranked the 
second largest wine-producing state and has fourteen AVAs.

We finish the day in Trout Lake on the last day of the Trout Lake Fair, so town should be lively. If ice cream, pastries, and good coffee 
call to you, check out the Trout Lake Bakery. Trout Lake is also home to the Trout Lake Abbey, an ecumenical combination of Zen 
Buddhist center and druid sanctuary. Trout Lake Grocery has a little bit of everything and they are bicycle-friendly. 




