
DAY 4 ROUTE:  

Short ride - 22-mile loop. Quiet roads in beautiful 
wide open spaces. No serious climbs.
Long ride -  One of the best routes that RAW has 
ever offered. The roads are quiet, in good condition, 
with a long downhill and a challenging climb on the 
return. The views are stunning. The route goes down 
to the Columbia River for lunch in Lyle, then follows 
the Klickitat River back. The Klickitat is a State Wild 
and Scenic River and the route crosses and re-crosses 
the river and the Klickitat Trail, a hiking and mountain 
biking trail. The road climbs out of the Klickitat Valley 
with great views of the river, the valley, and the 
surrounding hills. The ride along the river is partially 
shaded, but the climb back up is exposed to sun. 

Day 

F O U R 
R E S T  D AY  I N 
G O L D E N D A L E

OPTIONAL LONG AND SHORT 
ROUTES

R AW FL A S H 

TUESDAY
Dinner in camp  5:30 - 7:00 pm 

 Brief rider meeting 7:00 pm
Presentation: State Park Ranger

Quiet time 9:00 pm

WEDNESDAY
Breakfast from 6:00 - 7:30 am

Route opens 6:30 am
Riders should be on the road by 8:00 am

Points of Interest
ABOUT GOLDENDALE (POP 3,400)

The largest town and the county seat of Klickitat County. It was named for an early settler, John J. 
Golden, who bought property here in 1871. “Klickitat” is considered to be a Chinook word for “beyond”, 
meaning beyond the cascades. The main industries were ranching and logging, with logging now 
replaced by farming. For decades, Goldendale had a large aluminum plant that employed about a 
quarter of the population; it closed in 2003.
Need to cool of f? The city swimming pool is less than a block from Ekone Park. If you want to hang 
out and read, the library is located at 131 W. Burgen Street. Also, check out the General Store at 
129 E. Main Street—they have a used book section. The local historical museum is in the Presby 
House, the old mansion we rode by on Broadway on our way into camp.
The route passes the ruts of the Old Military Road, constructed in 1855-56, that traversed the Columbia Hills from 
Fort Dalles to Fort Simcoe in the Yakima Valley.  
For some small town adventure, the Goldendale Chamber of Commerce at 903 E. Broadway, open 
at 10:00 am, have maps for self-guided tours of historic houses and for the Charm Trail. The Charm 
Trail? You get a starter bracelet and charm for $5 and a map of participating businesses—thrif t shops, 
art studios, antique stores, etc. You visit one and for $3 you get a distinctive charm for your bracelet. 
One participating business is Dwinell Country Ales at 206 W. Broadway, opens at 4:00 pm and has 
outdoor seating.
No account of Goldendale would be complete without the story of Timmerman’s curse. In 1886 Henry 
Timmerman was arrested and convicted of murder. He protested that he was innocent but appeals 
failed.  Reports claim that on the way to his hanging he straddled his cof f in, sipping whiskey, smoking 
a cigar, and jeering the crowd which had gathered to watch. His last words put a curse on the town—it 
would burn to the ground and he would rise from the dead! A month later the town did burn, the f ire 
consuming 72 buildings, City Hall, and the jail. Afterwards, someone dug up Timmerman’s body and 
threw it in the Klickitat River, where it was found and reburied in an unmarked grave. To this day, no one 
knows where it is. The Presby House historical museum has Timmerman’s original arrest warrant and 


