
Day 

F I V E G O L D E N D A L E  t o 
S U N N Y S I D E

R AW FL A S H 

WEDNESDAY
Dinner in camp  5:30 - 7:00 pm 

 Brief rider meeting 7:00 pm
Presentation: Yakima Valley Hop Farming

Quiet time 9:00 pm

THURSDAY
Breakfast from 6:00 - 7:30 am

Route opens 6:30 am
Riders should be on the road by 8:00 am

Day 5 Route

BICKLETON (pop. 1 13)

After our morning 
stop and climb, we 
reach Bickleton. The 
birdhouses you will see 
are for the thousands 
of bluebirds that call 
this home and give 
Bickleton the title, 
“Bluebird Capital of 
the World”. Bickleton 
hosts the State’s 
oldest rodeo, the 
Alder Creek Pioneer 
Rodeo, the State’s 
oldest functioning 
tavern, the Bluebird 
Inn, which is a favorite 
with bicyclists and 
motorcyclists alike. The 
tavern stil l uses a 1903 
Brunswick pool table. 
Across the street, the 
Alder Creek Pioneer 
Carousel Museum 
has a functioning 
1905 carousel, and 
the Whoop N Holler 
Museum with pioneer 
artifacts and a 
collection of old cars.  

MABTON (pop. 2,300)

After the lunch stop, 
we descend to Mabton, 
pop. 2,300. Similar 
to many of towns in 
this part of the State, 
many of the residents 
are descendants of 
braceros, who came 
to the Yakima Valley 
50-70 years ago. 
Leaving Mabton, you 
will see f ields of tall 
trell ises -hops fields! 
Hops have been 
cultivated in Yakima 
Valley since 1868 and 
valley growers supply 
75% of the hops grown 
in the U.S. This area 
is one of the most 
important hop-growing 
centers in the world, 
with as many as 130 
dif ferent varieties. 
GRANDVIEW 
PAVEMENT ROAD

A few miles before we 
roll into Sunnyside, 
we cross Grandview 
Pavement Road. 
Nothing suggests 
its remarkable 
history. In 1909 

Today’s ride takes us across high, dry plains on 
quiet roads with expansive vistas. Notice rows of 
windmills marching along the hilltops—133 at last 
count. Yes, the wind could be a factor for our ride. 
Don’t forget sunscreen! A large solar panel farm is 
planned in the area.

automobiles in the f irst 
transcontinental New 
York to Seattle race 
came through on this 
stretch of pavement. 
Subsequently, it 
became a section 
of the Yellowstone 
Trail, the f irst 
transcontinental 
motorway through 
the northern U.S., 
traversing 3,719 miles 
from Plymouth Rock 
in Massachusetts to 
Puget Sound. 
SUNNYSIDE-SNAKE 
RIVER WILDLIFE 
AREA

As our ride ends, 
we see part of 
the 20,840-acre 
Sunnyside-Snake River 
Wildlife Area. The area 
is a series of oxbows 
lef t from changes 
in the Yakima River 
over the decades. 
It includes wetlands 
preserved and 
created as mitigation 
for development by 
Bonneville Power and 
the Army Corps of 
Engineers.

SUNNYSIDE

Sunnyside, whose 
motto is “Come to 
the Sun!” and with 
a population of 
about 16,000, was 
founded in 1893 by 
Walter Granger and 
named for the nearby 
Sunnyside Irrigation 
Canal. After the town’s 
incorporation, the 
f inanciers of the canal 
got into debt, and 
the town population 
dwindled. The entire 
town site was then 
bought by a group 
of German Baptist 
Progressive Brethren, 
informally known as 
the Dunkards, who 
moved to Sunnyside 
from South Dakota. 
By 1901 the town had 
recovered. 


