
Day 

S I X S U N N Y S I D E  t o 
YA K I M A

R AW FL A S H 

THURSDAY
Dinner in camp  5:30 - 7:00 pm 

 Brief rider meeting 7:00 pm
Presentation: History of Sunnyside

Quiet time 9:00 pm

FRIDAY
Breakfast from 6:00 - 7:30 am

Route opens 6:30 am
Riders should be on the road by 8:00 am

Day 6 Route

GRANGER (pop. 3, 200)

In the 1990s, Granger 
decided its theme 
would be “where 
dinosaurs roam”. The 
town’s public works 
department has 
constructed more than 
33 dinosaur statues 
around town from metal 
pipes, chicken wire, 
and concrete. They’ve 
gotten better and 
better at it over time 
and now construct one 
per year, inviting the 
public to participate 
on “Dino-N-A-Day”, a 
community event held 
every June. Many of 
the sculptures are in 
Hisey Park, the site 
of our morning food 
stop. The restroom 
building (reportedly no 
longer functioning) was 
constructed to look 
like a volcano. Have no 
fear—portable toilets 
will be available!
The Granger dinosaur 
theme was suggested 
because woolly 
mammoth tusks and 
bones were found in 

the town’s clay pits 
(never mind that woolly 
mammoths were not 
dinosaurs). 
ZILLAH (pop. 3,000)

Zillah was named 
by the president of 
the Northern Pacif ic 
Railway after his young 
daughter. He promised 
to name the town 
after her if she would 
stop screaming. Many 
parents can probably 
relate.
Zillah is home to the 
Teapot Dome Gas 
Station, a National 
Historic site that we 
ride past on First 
Street. The Teapot 
Dome scandal was big 
news in 1922, when 
the U.S. Secretary 
of the Interior in the 
Harding administration 
transferred a 
government oil reserve, 
known as Teapot 
Dome, to a crony for a 
bribe. The reserve was 
eventually returned to 
the government and 
the Secretary went to 

This is a shorter day of riding, but there’s much 
to see.  After leaving Sunnyside, we encounter 
Granger, established in 1904. Founded by Walter 
Granger,  the irrigation canal entrepreneur and 
promoter. It grew rapidly, not only because of 
its proximity to the railroad, the irrigation canal, 
and its resulting agricultural potential, but also 
because of an aggressive real estate ad campaign 
in Seattle, Tacoma, and Spokane newspapers.

prison, but not before 
much ado was made 
of the incident. The 
gas station, built in 
1922, functioned for 
decades but closed in 
2006. The City of Zillah 
then purchased and 
renovated it to serve as 
their visitor center. 
At 204 Cheyne Road—
the Church of God 
Zillah! The church 
predates the movie and 
its worshippers found 
the pun a distraction, 
so subsequently 
renamed their church 
the Christian Worship 
Center. But in 2000 
they decided to 
take advantage of 
the celebrity and 
constructed a 10-foot 
tall metal-frame T. 
rex holding a cross in 
one hand and a sign 
in the other saying, 
“Jesus Saves”. The 
church pastor hoped 
it would get attention 
and encourage people 
to attend church. It did 
get attention, including 
a visit from two 

Intellectual property 
lawyers from the 
Godzilla franchise. The 
church is free to keep 
their God-Zillah so long 
as they don’t use it to 
make money.
The city of Zillah calls 
itself the “Heart of 
Wine Country”. Many 
premium wines and 
vineyards list Zillah as 
their location. These 
vineyards are in the 
Rattlesnake Hills 
AVA—their motto, “No 
snakes, just good 
wine”. Within a mile or 
less of our bike route 
- Severino, Maison De 
Padgett, Two Mountain, 
Hyatt, Van Arnam, Ruby 
Magdalena, Dineen, 
and Mas Chappell.  
The Bale Breaker 
taproom is located at 
the corner of Birchfield 
and Mieras Roads. It 
opens at noon, but 
remember, lunch is 
waiting at the park and 
you don’t want to miss 
the bus home.


