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The year kicked off with a bang. 
In February, we hosted the largest 
cycling event ever held in the United 
Stations -- the one-time Tunnel Ride 
-- with 12,095 riders participating.

Our education programming contin-
ued to provide children opportunities 
to become safe and active bicyclists, 
with more than 11,000 students 
served in our Let’s Go bicycle and 

pedestrian safety program during 
the 2019/2020 season (note: schools 
were on hold in 2020 due to the pan-
demic). We also completed the final 
year of our Bike2Health programming 
in South Snohomish County, which 
over three years engaged 1,029 indi-
viduals and gave away 433 helmets. 
Near the end of the year, we signed 
a contract to expand our successful 
Let’s Go program into middle schools 

for the first time, culminating in a 
years-long vision of reaching more 
students. Additionally, 239 people 
registered for one of our maintenance 
or riding classes.

On top of that, the Major Taylor Proj-
ect, which empowers underserved 
youth through bicycling, culminated 
the 2018/2019 school year in a very 
successful summer STP ride. During 

Year at a Glance
2019 was an exciting year of progress toward reaching our vision of bicycling for all. 

From a world record-breaking major ride to our expanding education programs to our 
policy work culminating in great wins for trails, we saw a huge amount of success 

building upon our previous years’ work.
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the shortened 2019/2020 school 
year, we served 39 students at 
four events, including Build-a-Bike 
lessons, which build confidence and 
grow ridership through bike owner-
ship.

Cascade riding events continued to 
offer fun and social opportunities for 
all types of riders. Our major riding 
events welcomed 32,740 people 
exploring the Pacific Northwest, an 
increase of more than 5,000 from 
the 2018 event year. Our 40th an-
niversary Seattle to Portland (STP) 

sold out at almost 8,000 riders, with 
folks coming from as far away as 
Taiwan and Australia to participate in 
the world-famous ride. Additionally, 
19,404 people participated in our 
ever-popular Free Group Rides. Many 
of our other rides continue to ex-
pand, including a new extended beer 
garden at the Bike-n-Brews, and ex-
panding to the Cougar Crest winery 
for our Woodinville Wine Ride.

Cascade’s policy team continues to 
focus on collaborating with commu-
nity members and advocating for 

connected trails and bike networks 
statewide – in particular within key 
communities in the central Puget 
Sound region. We advanced many 
of our major policy priorities in 2019, 
including passing the King County 
Parks Levy, which helps establish 
the Eastrail and other major trail 
priorities. After more than 20 years 
of Cascade’s advocacy, we passed 
the final hurdle to complete the East 
Lake Sammamish Trail.  In downtown 
Seattle, we made major progress on 
the Basic Bike Network, including the 
completion of new routes on Pike/
Pine, 2nd Avenue, and 8th and 9th 
Avenue. Additionally, we partnered 
with King County and other public 
agencies to provide “backbone staff-
ing” to the Leafline Trails coalition, 
establishing a four-county regional 
trail network. 

Our goals of advancing equity in our 
work saw major progress in 2019. 
For the first time, Cascade expand-
ed its racial equity training to board 
members and volunteers, and shared 
the Preamble to our racial equity 
plan publicly. The staff-led racial 
equity committee continued to make 
progress on a racial equity plan, 
racial equity toolkit, and workplace 
culture and workplace equity plans to 
dismantle white supremacy in biking 
and within the organization itself. 
Additionally, we began the process of 
revamping our She Bikes program as 
a “WTFnB” (Women, Trans, Femme, 
and Non-Binary) program to be more 
inclusive of LGBTQ people. 

Our development team made prog-
ress with some exciting donor events 
for Cascade, including a Bike Every-
where Breakfast at Bell Harbor, and 
the first ever fall auction. We added 
Nick Zylkowski to the Cascade Board 

2019 Annual ReportCascade Bicycle Club

2019 Financials

Income Expenses

Donations $752,752
Sponsorships $464,671
Grants $162,150 
In-kind Support $72,272
Event Revenue $2,131,617 
Contracts $474,363
Membership $374,233

Other $295,754

Total Income $4,727,812

Events & Rides $1,945,642 
Education $708,653
Advocacy $403,373 
Administration $971,284 
Fundraising $559,891 

Total Expenses $4,588,843 

of Directors, who brings a back-
ground in finance to our board.

The marketing and communications 
team launched a dedicated online 
fundraising program that grew our 
small dollar and individual donor 
base. For the first time, our social 
media presence was felt at every 

major riding event, which resulted 
in major growth for all of our social 
media channels. We also launched 
new long-form bicycle education 
videos through “IGTV” or Instagram 
TV to reach new bicyclists beyond 
our regular audience. Additionally, 
we received great press at STP and 
other major rides, including a KING 

5 TV feature on a woman who makes 
banana bread every year for the hun-
dreds of people that pass through her 
community.

Finally, our tech team made some big 
improvements in 2019, including a 
new project management system to 
keep all of our teams organized, and 
a new email marketing platform. 
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11,204 
students taught  
through Let’s Go 

591
volunteers

19,404 
riders participated in 

Free Group Rides

By the Numbers

2,699 total Free Group Rides 
offered

280 Ride Leaders 

19,404 riders participated on 
Free Group Rides 

32,740 major riding event 
participants

39 Major Taylor students

239 Bike Maintenance class 
registrations

11,204 Students taught 
through Let’s Go

591 Volunteers

10,900 members

1,854,761 unique website 
visitors


